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Worshipful Master’s Message 


Hello brethren, 


I hope you've all enjoyed your summer so far. I also hoped you enjoyed our 
more casual lodge meetings held within the last couple of months. Although 
the more formal meetings we generally have throughout the year, I do think 
it’s fun to mix things up a bit here and there. On that note, I’m pleased to 
say we will also be reinstating dinners and fellowship since the heat is 
starting to pass. I’m sure you're looking forward to it as much as I am. With 
that said, please stay safe and will see you at the next stated communication. 


Jared, WM 


“EF REEMASON 


MASONRY IN ARGENTINA: FIVE TIMES THE 
MEMBERS, HALF THE AGE 


IN ONE PART OF SOUTH AMERICA, AN EXPLOSION OF FREEMASONRY. 
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By Ian A. Stewart 


Excellent Article concerning Membership Growth 


The Beacon 


Stated Meeting Dinner's 


September 


WB Rick (Note this is a pork dinner. 
contact Secretary if need alternate meal) 


October 
WM Jared 


November 
Catered 


December 
Brother Will Painter 


Dates and Upcoming 
Events 


Pull out your calendars Brothers 


9-5-23 Stated Meeting 
Dinner will be at 630pm 


10-3-23 Stated Meeting 
Dinner will be at 630pm 


October 7, 2023 11am 
Program The Kabbalah's 


10-21-23 Torchlight Study Group 5pm 


11-7-23 Stated Meeting 
ELECTIONS 


Dinner will be at 630pm 


TRUSTEE MEETING LAST 
TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT 
6PM. ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND 
AND OBSERVE THE MEETING. 


Secretary's Corner 
Dues !! 
Please send in your dues for 2023 if you 
have not done so. NPD report has to 


be given at the October Stated Meeting 
of every year. 


am Memoriam 


WB Thomas M. Duncan 


BACK IN TIME 


As movie camera rolls, McMinnville Grange stands in for 1930s dance hall 


June Horowitz and Don King dance in the “1935” scene for the documen- 
tary “Golden Cornucopia,” as Jared Brandon-Flande films the action. The 
McMinnville Grange, as the state’s oldest still in operation, lent itself to the 
role of stand-in for a mining town dance hall. Rache! Thompson/News-Register 


By RACHEL THOMPSON 

and KIRBY NEUMANN-REA 

Of the News-Register 
he historic McMinnville Grange and many 
of its members enjoyed their moment in the 
floodlights when a film crew used the hall 

for a scene in the film “Golden Cornucopia.” 

A town dance tragedy is depicted in what was 
the final scene shot for the documentary film, 
according to director Jared Brandon-Flande and 
producer John Webb. 

Grange members came dressed on Aug. 19 for 
the part of residents of a 1935 mining town, and 
after checking costumes and a short rehearsal, 


the filming began. As the oldest grange in 
Oregon, it was suited for the part. 

“Tt fit in well with their story, and we were 
happy to oblige. It’s a good opportunity for 
the grange, Grangemaster Wayne Clemmer 
said, adding that the grange donated use of the 
space. The grange and its grounds are home 
to a list of regularly-scheduled programs and 
events including dances and dinners, Bible 
study groups, and classes for line dancing and 
other activities, as well as host to meetings by 
FFA, 4-H and the weekly farmers market. 

The film title refers to Cornucopia, designated 
a ghost town, which had a post office from 1885 


to 1942, the year it was abandoned. It is the 
fifth-largest gold mining town in the country 
and still the largest in Oregon, located east of 
Baker City, at the edge of the Wallow National 
Forest. Brandon-Flande noted that Cornucopia 
has become something of a tourist attraction, 
and has a lodge with cabins there now. 

The filmmakers interviewed Cornucopia 
locals, and have added reenactments to give it 
some “flavor,” Brandon-Flande said. “Some fun 
stuff like that — that’s what we're doing today.” 


See GRANGE, A2 


Rachel Thompson/News-Register 


Shoes off to reduce noise, Grange members take instructions from “Golden Cornucopia” director Jared Brandon-Flande, right, 
prior to filming. The dance scene concluded shooting for the film, which will be screened later this year at the Grange. 


Grange 


Continued from A1 


Noting that the dancers in 
the scene “do all the events 
and whatnot, I guess you 
could kind of call them 
method actors; they already 
know what they're doing,” 
he added. (During filming, 
dancers went shoeless, to 
reduce noise.) 

The scene is set in the 
early ‘30s, in a remote town 
with little to do. 


"They're 6,000 feet up 
in the air, 15 to 20 miles 
away from the nearest town, 
so they really stayed there 
and entertained themselves. 
Every Saturday night, a big 
dance is there," Webb said. 
"Well, one night, everybody 
was just hootin’ up a big 
storm, havin’ fun, spinnin’ 
around, and some poor 
gentleman passed away on 
the floor, just had a heart 
attack right there. 

"But dances were such a 
rare thing there, just someone 
dying wouldn't stop a dance. 
In the middle of winter, they 
took him outside and they 
started dancing again. And I 
just thought, ‘that’s gotta be 
in the film,” Webb said. 

Clemmer was chosen to be 


“With all the folks dressing up like it was the 
‘30s, I believe everyone had fun." — producer sonn webb 


the actor who has the heart 
attack in the film. 

“I told them I'd be willing 
to do it if they couldn't 
find somebody else,” said 
Clemmer, who retired from 
military and academic 
careers and now owns a 
tree farm near McMinnville. 
(Mattresses were provided 
for Clemmer to fall onto.) 

“You just think about 
the isolation and tragedy, 
and lots of death there,” 
Webb said. “And the mines 
— people would die. And 
avalanches, and ... I mean, 
all for gold.” 


Most filming for “Golden 
Cornucopia” happened on 
location, but since the film- 
makers are from this area, 
they figured filming things in 
the “studio” would be a little 
easier. Brandon-Flande lives 
in Lafayette and knew about 
the grange, so he contacted 
Clemmer. 

“We were trying to figure 
out where to do the dance 
hall scene,” Brandon-Flande 
said. In his first visit there, 
he saw it truly did “look 
period.” 


The filmmakers also 
worked with the Yamhill 
County Historical Society. 

"We've used some of their 
displays. They were basically 
just movie sets that were 
ready to go, so we didn't 
even have to build them,” 
Brandon-Flande said 

"We brought some miner's 
hats in from the area, we 
got some people with beards, 
and we just said, ‘everybody 
dress up like it's 1935. The 
more you're dressed up, 
the more you'll be in the 
foreground." 

"The production would 
not be possible without the 
local grange's cooperation 
and the local community's 
efforts to make our signature 
scene happen,” Webb said. 

“With all the folks dressing 
up like it was the ‘30s, I 
believe everyone had fun. 
Thanks to McMinnville and 
the Grange for supporting 
independent media 
production,” Webb said. 

The project will eventually 
be available on video on 
demand (as so many docs are 
today). Details at copiafilm. 
com. 


"This is a pro-mining 
piece, he noted. “We 
believe that mining could 
be sustainable back there; 
it could create jobs, and the 
film echoes that. This is the 
largest gold mining area in 
Oregon, and there’s literally 
a billion dollars worth of 
gold in this mountain right 
now. And it’s all locked up, 
and it’s kind of hard to get to. 
It's not economically really 
feasible yet, but it might 
be in 10 or 15 years. And 
so maybe when they have 
the technology where they 
can melt the rock or do it 
in a really environmentally 
friendly way, maybe it'll be 
more accessible." 


The filmmakers — are 
planning screenings of 
the film, probably at the 
Grange, as well as in Baker 
and other communities near 
Cornucopia, as a way to help 
the museums and historical 
societies in the communities 
in both Yamhill and Baker 
counties, according to Webb. 


UPCOMING EVENTS 
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ESD ~Esoteria Study Group 
Presents 
WB Ted Balesteri\' The 


Kabbalah's" 
(Union Masonic Lodge # 3 AF&AM 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2023 AT 
11AM 


Union No. 3 - 


TORCHLIGHT STUDY GROUP 


OCTOBER 21, 2023 @ 5P 


Will be held at the Masonic 
Hall in McMinnville Oregon. 


